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Armani was nearing the age of 18 and making plans for life after

foster care.   She had dreams of going to cosmetology school

and graduated from high school a year early to pursue those

dreams.   Confident in her plans yet frustrated with the

limitations of being in foster care, Armani began to struggle and

lose hope.  When learning of the challenges she was facing, the

Heart Gallery purchased everything Armani needed to set up a

studio and record make-up and hair tutorials. The Heart Gallery

team continued to encourage and support her.   In November

2019, Armani’s dream of being part of a family became a reality

and she was adopted. At Armani’s adoption, her Guardian ad

Litem said, “Armani would’ve lost hope a long time ago without

you guys.” Armani is currently attending cosmetology school,

working at a salon and taking college classes online.

AT A GLANCE

34
Custom exhibits featuring

children awaiting

adoption displayed in the

community this year

100%
Percentage of kids in the Heart

Gallery of Tampa who are

teenagers, minorities, part of

large sibling groups and

children with special medical,

physical or therapeutic needs

55%
Percentage of Heart

Gallery children who are

matched with families or

adopted within one

touring year

1,299
Inquires about Heart

Gallery of Tampa

children received from

prospective families 

24
Heart Gallery of Tampa

kids united with their

Forever Families

77%
Average percentage of

prospective parents who

begin the adoption

process due to seeing an

exhibit, our social media,

or our website

95
Number of children

served by the 

Heart Gallery of Tampa

this year

45
Community events & 

activities to raise

awareness of Heart

Gallery of Tampa children

Through photographic exhibits, the Heart Gallery of Tampa introduces our community

to children awaiting adoptive families.  We provide a platform to inspire our

community to improve their quality of life and connect them with Forever Families.



Jason and Patty first saw Ashanti on the Heart Gallery of

Tampa.  At the time, she was 16 and had been in foster care

for 15 years.   As Jason, a doctor and Patty, a counselor

learned about Ashanti's life-long medical needs, they

realized they were the perfect family to help Ashanti

flourish.   On a hot day in May, Ashanti left the hospital by

ambulance and made her final move as a foster child.   She

would soon have five new siblings, two loving parents and

lots of extended family.  According to her parents, Ashanti is

filled with joy and is the definition of joy no matter the

circumstances. Ashanti loves reading her favorite books with

her mom while snuggling on the couch.   She also LOVES

music so the family celebrated her 18th birthday with a

Dance Party!

Ashanti has helped her family slow down and recognize the

simple blessings in life. The family is learning what it means

to include someone with special needs.  They are now aware

of places they can't go because of wheelchair accessibility

and have a new understanding of the difficulties

handicapped individuals face when moving about in the

world. 

 

In closing Patty shared, “Because of Ashanti, our children are

much more likely to advocate for the voiceless than if she

hadn’t become their sister. They are learning these

important life lessons as kids and have developed incredible

compassion for children with special needs.”   Pausing for a

moment, she adds, “There has truly been so much beauty in

this journey.”

LOVE MAKES A FAMILY



Celebrated 52 birthdays

IMPROVING QUALITY 
OF LIFE

Together with the Heart Gallery of Tampa's dedicated

volunteers, the Dream Team, we celebrated important

milestones for 95 children in foster care awaiting adoption. 

Delivered 37 Summer

Activity Bags 

Delivered 90 holiday gifts

Planned 26 birthday parties Delivered 6 bikes Coordinated 9 experiences

with friends and siblings



Ad 2 Tampa Bay

Alicia Johnson Photography

Audrey Snow Photography

Bay Area Barley’s Angels

BKN Creative

Brandi Image Photography

CAE, USA

Centre Club

Christ Fellowship Church

Daniel Wallace Photography

Devyn Castro-Almeyda Photography

Diamonds Direct

Doublemint Sitting

Eckerd Connects

Element Church

Five Labs

Flow Fitness Boutique

Franklin Templeton Investments

Glazer Children's Museum

Grow Into You Foundation

Hillsborough Academy of Math and Science

Horizon Church South Tampa

Howie Mac Photo Studio

Idlewild Baptist Church

Jessica Cordella, Salon Lofts

Jessica Fredericks Photography

Jessica Guercio Photography

John F Germany Downtown Library

Junior League of Tampa

Kids Community College Riverview

Kraft Heinz Company

Krewe of Queen Anne's Revenge

Lash Spa Studio South Tampa

Linawa Shaffer Photography

Lulu Studio Tampa

Marissa Moss Photography

Mint Hair Lounge

Northwestern Mutual New Tampa

Ogden & Sullivan, P.A.

on bikes

Orangetheory Fitness Channelside

Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church 

PAR

Patel Conservatory

Perez Orthodontics 

Pezz Photo

Rays Baseball Foundation

Red Canary Photography

Relevant Church

Reruns 4 Little Ones

Revealing Truth Ministries

S&S Hendley Photography

Samantha Lowe Photography

Straz Center

Tampa Bay History Center

Tampa Pinnacle Academy

The Beck Group

The Charity Branch

The Family Dentist

The Prep of South Tampa

The Station Salon

Thrivent Financial Brandon

Wag Natural Pet Market

Westfield Brandon Town Center

Winthrop Charter Elementary School/ 

   Winthrop Middle School

COMMUNITY PARTNERS



FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
INCOME

EXPENSES

The Heart Gallery of Tampa has an

annual contract with Eckerd Connects

to increase community awareness

regarding adoptions and the promotion

of children available for adoption within

the Eckerd Connects System of Care in

Hillsborough County. The Heart Gallery

of Tampa receives donations from

individuals through targeted campaigns

and third party events. The organization

partners with corporations through

annual sponsorships and seeks grant

funding to support program and

operation costs.

The Heart Gallery of Tampa's largest

expense is the cost to coordinate and

tour photographic exhibits throughout

the year.  We also focus our efforts on

improving the quality of life for the

children in the Heart Gallery. This

includes celebrating their birthdays,

holidays, and accomplishments. The

organization invests in fundraising

resources to support initiatives to grow

the adoption recruitment program. The

largest administrative expense is for the

salaries of the Heart Gallery of Tampa's

experienced and qualified staff. 

2019 ANNUAL BUDGET

$371,928



HEART GALLERY HEROES

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

We sincerely thank our donors for being dedicated to finding 

Forever Families for children waiting in foster care. 

Adam and Sherry Wolfe

Aimee Rodriguez

Alan and Kelly Hall

Alexa Bobelis

Alissa DiBlasi

Allison Harvard 

Allison Macri

Allison Paglieri

Allyson Whiteley

Amy Bosek

Amy Silver

Andrea Vaughn

Andrew and Kim Wilson

Andrew Thomas

Anthony and Amber Cline

Ashley Rini

Bear Galavis

Becky Sabala

Benjamin Whited

Bill Smoak and Maggie Spencer

Brenda Guy

Brian and Sabra Bailey

Brian Diesselhorst and Lauren Pecora

Brittany Watts

Bruce and Beth Johnson

Caitlin Schmidt

Cara Tolzman

Carol DiMarco

Caroline Coffey

Cathy Blackmon McDowell

Cecil and Aimee Stevens

Charlotte Givens

Chris McGovern

Christina Crawford

Christopher and Brenda Duffey

Cynthia Deane

Dana Bettge

Daniel and Amanda Burke

Daniel and Liz Fischetti

Danielle Petry

Danielle Snow

Darryl and Patty Discher

David and Callie Myers

David and Heather Traynor

David Gedansky

Deborah Johnson

Devon Lay

Donna Barrs

Elaine McGinnis

Elizabeth Chung 

Elizabeth Gelfand

Elizabeth Mackie

Erika Wetherington

Fast Signs

Felice Diercks

Fran and Karla Mastracchio

Fred Craprotta

Gemma Weiblinger

George and Amanda Zwierko

Hayley Linquist

Haynes and Jane Carswell

Heather Noughton-Bokor

Hellen Dobbins

Highwood Properties

James and Adrea Garrison

Jane Bourkard

Janice Fader

Jason and Ana Rogozinski

Jason Berry

Jay and Susan Pancholy

Jeanna Damkoehler

Jeff and Lorraine Korb

Jeff and Stacy Lenoir

Jeffrey Schiller

Jennifer Renspie

Jesse Laflamme

Jessica Beachkofsky

Jessica Cox

Jessica Nugent

Jim and Nancy Thomson

Joe and Beth Boone

John and Norisse Misdary

John Redd 

Jonathan and Vicky Fiddelke

Judith Spicer

Julie Ledermann

Julie Renspie 

Julius and Caroline Berith

K Helton

Karen Hertzfeld

Karen Lewis

Ken and Jenny Jones

Kendra Scott LLC

Kevin and Michelle Platt

Kimberly Ray

Kristen Dahlquist 

Kristi Wetherington

Krystle Rinberger

Laura Summers

Lauren Martin

Lauren Tummel

Leeanne Sparling

Leigh Faircloth

Lisa Wilkerson

Liz Miller

Margaret Mariani

Mark and Laura Walsh

*This list reflects individual donors who have given $100+



Mark Mckell

Mary Beth Hunt

Mary Calkins

Mary Dowd Eberle

Mary Graham

Master Maintenance

Matt and Katina Markowski

Matt and Nicole Hubbard

Matt Jacobson and Stephanie  Knapp 

Matthew Otto

Mazyar Yazdani

Melody Bancroft

Michael and Kathryn Vejins

Michael and Lisa Fox

Michaela Enlund

Michele Fehring

Michelle McMullen

Mike and Catherine Bisk

Mike Shea

Molly Fulghom

Mr. and Mrs. Ashley T. Grohs

Nadyne Hines

Nancy M. Connelly

Nate Gallant

Nicole Idziak

Patrica Johnson

Patricia Kerwin

Patricia Timmerman

Paul Hardy

Pearl Gagnon

Peter Chang

Peter DeBree and Kat Lewis

Richie Weiblinger

Rick Gausche

Robert Bentz

Robert Tewes

Rosana Correa

Rosanne Creed

Russ and Jennifer Schneider

Sandra Endicott

Sanstead Family

Scott and Laurie Daigle

Scott and Wendy Samford

Sean and Elizabeth Hurley

Shannon Dann

Sharon Goad 

Sidney Voss 

Stacey Sauvageot

Stephanie Leslie

Stephen and Megan Labadie

Steve and Ashley Marchetti

Susan Mazuchowski

Sylvia Vega

Tammy Gardener

Tanya Birren

Taryn Cashmere

Tayleen Mussenden

Terrell and Joe Clark

Tione Cohen

Tom Hoover

Tony Bruno

Tracy Burton

Trenton Leigh

Troy Dunmire 

Vanessa Kasprzyk

Vicki Elsberry

Victoria Boris

Walter Randolph

Wesley and Ashley Hiller

Whitney Sutton

William and Julie Mehr

William Bowman

Zachary and Brittany Anderson

Zita McMahon

Clarion Partners, LLC

Construction Services, Inc. of Tampa

Danahy & Murray

Direct Metals Company, LLC

EastGroup Properties 

Florida Fire Sprinkler Association

Florida Medical Clinic Foundation of

 Caring

Freedom Boat Club

Gaylord Merlin Ludovici & Diaz

Heart of Adoptions

Hello Tampa

Hobbs Foundation

Julie Weintraub's Hands Across The Bay

Krewe of Queen Anne's Revenge

Lion Industrial Properties

MIELKE Foundation

New York Yankees Tampa Foundation

Patel, Greene & Associates, LLC

Rays Baseball Foundation

Redefining Refuge

Respect 90 Foundation

Shutts & Bowen, LLP

Sigma Theta Tau International, Inc.

Suncoast Credit Union Foundation

The Bank of Tampa

The Beck Group

The Charity Branch

The Spurlino Foundation

FOUNDATION & 

CORPORATE DONORS

HEART GALLERY HEROES

Abora Travel by Dream Vacations

Ai Collaborative, Inc.

Air Mechanical & Service Corp.

Avison Young

Banker, Lopez, Gassler P.A. 

Bayshore Title

Catalina Charitable Foundation

Charity Polo Classic Inc.

.

PART OF THEIR HEART

ANNUAL SPONSORS

Five Labs

Krewe of Queen Anne's Revenge

Scott and Jennifer Keipper

HEART GALLERY OF TAMPA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Trey Carswell

Nicole Hubbard

Dave Mielke

Dave Murray

Natasha Nascimento 

Amy Pezzicara

Jennifer Renspie


